CHARLES   LAMB
The Last Essays of Ella
CHARLES LAMB (1775-1834) was a man of an oddly humorous
nature, which was itself a reflection of a deeper strain of an
inherited weakness of mind. He was a clerk, first in the
South Sea House, and latterly in the East India House. In
his scanty leisure time he began to write his Essays of Eliay
which first appeared in the London Magazine.
As an English essayist Lamb stands supreme. He writes
about all manner of subjects, which in the end nearly all
come round to himself. He does this, however, in such a
quaintly humorous manner that the reader is usually well
pleased with the result.
The following essay is from his second volume, which he
called Last Essays of Elia (1833). This essay possesses a
peculiar interest, not only because it records Lamb's final
severance from his life-long profession, but also because it
reveals the fact that, almost unknown to himself, his mind
was weakening under the strain.